
How is it in the United States of America that people cleared for release continue to rot in a legal
black hole for years on end? Either there are 86 people there cleared for release or else there are
not. Either they were wrongfully detained or else they were not. And if they deserve to be freed,
then they must be freed.

And yet cowards of both parties would rather heap injustice on a multitude of innocents, lest
some right wing nut accuse them of accidentally letting someone go who might, BECAUSE of
our torture and mistreatment of them, turn to future violence. How can we call ourselves a just
and civilized country, and continue to operate on the principle that it doesn't matter who we lock
up as long as we're locking up somebody?

Guantanamo was conceived of as an outlaw garrison, contrived to be beyond the reach of any
manner of justice. Even our currently reactionary Supreme Court could not swallow that one
whole. We have lots (and we do mean lots) of perfectly good prisons here in America, that hold
lots of convicted terrorists right now. And we did not need kangaroo court tribunals to put them
there. We need to either convict these people fair and square or we need to let them go.

The most cowardly suggestion of all is that we should be afraid of housing anyone so convicted
in actual American prisons. "I don't want these terrorists in prisons in MY state," you hear
members of Congress say. If our supermax prisons cannot protect local people from the
criminals inside the prisons, what's the point of having prisons at all?

Close Guantanamo Now.


