
A CALL FOR CONGRESS TO TAKE ACTION ON TORTURE

Whereas over seven years have passed since President George W. Bush fraudulently induced the
U.S. congress, the American people, and the world into the illegal war in Iraq,

Whereas it is nearly five years since Specialist Darby revealed the photos of Abu Ghraib that
showed us torture being committed by our government in our name,

Whereas further evidence of torture remains secret and has been hidden from the public, courts,
and Congress to insulate the perpetrators from appropriate criminal liability,

Whereas over the past years we have campaigned about the illegality of this war and the need to
prosecute the high-level civilian and military officials who put in place the torture,

Whereas, notwithstanding all the congressional hearings and reports so far on these matters,
those officials have not been brought to justice,

Whereas a prosecutor has been appointed to address only a very small number, perhaps as few as
three, of the crimes committed and none of the crimes "justified" by the clearly illegal torture
memos,

Whereas the Department of Justice's limited investigation of torture threatens to invite more
torture around the world by undermining the Nuremberg precedent,

Whereas the Attorney General of the United States, under the influence of the President, appears
unwilling to follow the facts about the illegal war in Iraq and torture to the full extent of the law,

Whereas we as citizens of the United States do not accept the damage to our country's honor
committed by these persons, the threats to the lives and well-being of our children and fellow
citizens sent to illegal wars, and the transformation of our country from a beacon of liberty to a
beacon of torture,

WE NOW CALL FOR ACTION:

1. We call on Congress to start impeachment proceedings against Judge Jay Bybee of the U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, as it is unconscionable that one who encouraged
violations of such fundamental laws as those against torture and aggressive war be trusted to
apply and shape the law.

2. We call on congressional committees to subpoena those responsible for aggressive war and
torture, including former president Bush, vice president Cheney, and other former senior officials
complicit in war crimes; and to enforce those subpoenas through the Capitol Police, rather than



the Department of Justice.

3. We call on state bar associations to begin the process of revoking the law licenses of those
lawyers who put in place the legal analysis for the illegal war and the torture.

4. We call on state licensing authorities to begin the process of revoking the licenses of all other
professionals who participated in the torture such as psychologists, psychiatrists and other
doctors.

5. We call on the American people to contact their congressional representatives and insist that,
on our watch, the high, who are the instigators of illegal wars and torture, will be brought low,
and that low-level personnel will not be the only ones prosecuted for committing crimes
authorized and encouraged by their superiors.


